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Dear Folks, 

I hope this finds you well. 2020 is almost over and I think many people are looking forward to a new year for a new start. This year has been so
difficult for so many people around the world and it's not the kind of difficulty you can really prepare for because it's the kind you never expect to
happen.

Things are pretty much back to normal here or at least a new normal where masks are required on public transportation and you have to have
your temperature checked before being able to enter a store.

For years, we've always kind of laughed when receiving messages from friends and family asking if we were okay after they've heard of some
disaster in China before assuring them we are fine and that city was actually really, really far away. This year, we got to see how they feel.
Except we are a bit more familiar with the US than they are with China. We know when reports are actually quite close to friends and family.
And when you're seeing news reports about people losing their jobs, and businesses closing, and food shortages, and riots, and increasing
homeless families, and the virus statistics rising, it's hard not to worry about them. It's hard to know if things are actually worse than is being
reported or not quite as bad or somewhere in the middle. And, increasingly this year, it is becoming harder to communicate with family and
friends because we keep getting blocked. And now we aren't just getting blocked from our side, but the US is blocking us, too. It can be really
frustrating when you can't communicate, but that makes it even more comforting when the line is always open to the Father. We never have
trouble getting through and we are never blocked. And we can call at any time because we aren't even separated by time zones. 

One of the more difficult things this year has been seeing America's reputation crumble and knowing it's something that we'll probably never get
back. You know, before, as Americans, we often heard positive statements or even, "Oh, America is Christian, so you must be a Christian," or
"Americans are really kind and help others a lot." I'm not sure you can understand just what losing this means if you have never lived in another
country. I'm not sure it's possible for you to grasp the severity of what may seem like a small change or understand the implications. For us, it
has been a heart-wrenching loss and it is painful to now hear, "Why don't Americans care about other people?" Or, "Yeah, I know Americans
are Christians. I don't need that." I don't know that there is any way I can explain the deep sadness this change causes for us. 

But 2020 has held some blessings, too. The blessing of seeing our people reach out and care for each other more. The blessing of seeing their
peace in a time of trouble. And, for us, the blessing of a change in focus. In ministry, there are always so many good things wanting your
attention that, at times, it can be difficult to choose just one. If 2020 has taught us anything, it is that time is short. That makes us constantly
ask, "What is the ONE thing we need to be doing right now?"



Look around you. I think it is pretty safe to say that in 2020 everyone around you is worried and in pain. It may be physical pain or emotional
pain, but they are hurting. The thing about being in pain is that the more pain you are in, the more difficult it is to focus on anything other than
your pain. It can be difficult to notice much less reach out to others. But, don't forget to reach out. Even when it's difficult, notice those around
you. Speak a kind word, send a card or email, or make a phone call. More people than ever are isolated. Shut-ins and elderly are struggling not
just from increased worries but from increased loneliness. Our love and concern for others should be more apparent than ever because people
need what we have more than ever. 

As the curtains close on 2020, don't give in to discouragement. Let's not let the events of 2021 dictate the kind of year we have. Let's determine
to make it a good year no matter what it brings by serving God and growing closer to Him and by sharing His love with those that are hurting
around us. We have the c u r e for every problem!

Wishing you a blessed Christmas and New Year!

Daniel & Carolyn Johnson


