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THE LANTZ FAMILY

MISSIONARIES SERVING IN SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
An Extension of the World Wide Mission Ministry of The

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH
11441 East Central Avenue
Wichita, Kansas 67206

Dear Prayer Partners, February 2016

Greetings from Brazil. January brought not only the New Year but an opportunity to travel to southern Brasil to
assist the Cato family with a Vacation Bible School. We took D.J. along and he appeared to create some curiosity
amongst the children and adults which had never seen a ventriloguist dummy before. Though the area is heavily
involved in the Jehovah Witness cult we were still blessed with seeing two individuals, one child and one adult,
trust Jesus as Personal Savior. Though we would have loved to seen more saved, we still thank GOD for the two
precious souls HE did give us.

February started with a great disappointment. The Rest Home Ministry which we have been involved in for the
past 4 years came to an abrupt end. We had been noticing for the past few months a sense of hostility towards the
ministry by the new directors of the rest home. We had heard rumors concerning the home and upon investigating
we discovered that the new directors had in fact closed the facilitating relocating the home and its residents to an
undisclosed location outside of the city limits. As of yet we have still been unable to obtain any news or
information as to its new location. Though we are saddened at the loss of this ministry, GOD has opened the door
to a new ministry that we will be beginning within the next few weeks. The new school year has begun and with it
the discovery of something really sad. We had already heard of schools in other poor areas purposely not teaching
the young children in their charge how to read. Many of the elite in Brasilian society don’t want anyone in the
lower class to be able to advance out of their condition and thus many teachers purposely not teach their students
how to read 50 as to keep them poor and subservient to others. What came to our attention s that this has been
happening in the school in Vargem Grande and has affected some of our children. Not all of them have parents that
can help their children lean how to read and as such we recently discovered an 11 year old boy who is coming to
our Children’s Bible Club cannot read at all. When he asked the teacher for help in learning to read she simply
replied, “Just copy what I write on the blackboard and that will suffice”. Tow of our girls can read but very poorly
and barely enough to get by. To this end we are initiating  new ministry to help the children in Vargem Grande
learn how to read. Not just the children who come to our church, but any child in Vargem Grande who wants to
learn. They are the future of Brasil and need to know how to read. Atalias has two sisters that are trained
elementary school teachers which will be helping us establish this ministry. Some missionaries offer English
lessons as a way to attract people to their work. We have nothing against that but we feel learning how to read will
have a greater impact especially if it means then being able to read the Bible and learn more about Jesus.

Once again, thank you for your faithfulness in supporting us financially and/or prayerfully through the years.
The churches in Jardim Varginha and Vargem Grande are here today because you prayed and invested in God's
work. Please continue to pray with us that we will continue to see an even greater Harvest of souls for the honor
and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ in 2016.
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